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Wednesday, 11 September 2019 at 10am

Council Chamber - Shire Hall, Gloucester

Chief Executive

A G E N D A

Chair’s Opening of Council

“May we find wisdom to carry out our duties, humanity to listen to all, the courage to do 
what is right and the generosity to treat each other with respect.”

1  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

2  MINUTES (Pages 1 - 26)

To confirm and sign the minutes of the meeting held on 26 June 2019.

3  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Please declare any disclosable pecuniary interests or other interests that you may 
have relating to any relevant matters due to be discussed at the meeting.  You should 
do this by signing the form at the back of the Council Chamber and you may also 
make an oral declaration if you so wish.  If you become aware of an interest you have 
during the course of the meeting, you should declare it orally at the time you become 
aware of it and sign the form at the back of the Chamber at the end of the meeting.



    

4  ANNOUNCEMENTS 

a) Jane Burns
To note that this will be the last Council meeting for Jane Burns,
Director of Strategy and Challenge and Monitoring Officer, who is leaving the 
Council to join Cheshire East Council as Executive Director, Corporate 
Services.

b) Steve Mawson
To welcome Steve Mawson as the Council’s new Director of Corporate 
Resources.

c) Gloucester Heritage Hub
To thank those members who attended the opening of the Gloucester Heritage 
Hub, incorporating Gloucestershire Archives, on 3 September 2019.  The Hub 
includes the Dunrossil Centre which was opened by Lady Dunrossil herself.

d) Prism
Staff from the Prism Group, the Council’s LGBTQIA+ community, will be on the 
Council Chamber landing over the lunch break to provide information on their 
activities.

e) ICT support
Staff from ICT will be on hand over the lunch break to provide advice to 
members.

5  PUBLIC QUESTIONS 

Up to 30 minutes is allowed for this item.

To answer any written public questions about matters which are within the powers 
and duties of the County Council. 

The closing date for receipt of questions is 10am on Wednesday, 4 September 
2019. Please send questions to the Chief Executive marked for the attention of 
Stephen Bace (email stephen.bace@gloucestershire.gov.uk). 

Questions received and proposed responses do not accompany this agenda but will 
be available prior to the meeting. 

mailto:stephen.bace@gloucestershire.gov.uk


    

6  CORPORATE PARENTING (Pages 27 - 30)

Report from Cllr Richard Boyles, Deputy Leader and Cabinet Member for Children’s 
Safeguarding and Early Years.

7  PETITIONS 

To receive petitions presented by members without discussion.

8  MOTIONS 

The Council’s Constitution provides for a maximum of two hours for debate on 
motions.  At the end of the two hour period, those members who have already 
indicated their intention to speak on the motion being debated at that time will be 
allowed to speak, the mover of the motion will be asked to sum-up and the vote will 
be taken.

The time limit for member speeches is three minutes and the time limit for proposing 
a motion is five minutes.

The following motions were received by the closing date of 10am on 3 September 
2019:  

Motion 843 – Enabling road safety measures
Proposed by Cllr Klara Sudbury
Seconded by Cllr Eva Ward

This Council notes that:
 road safety and traffic speeds are of significant concern to many residents in 

Gloucestershire, in both urban and rural areas.
 elected county councillors have a key role to play, working with local 

communities, to resolve these concerns, finding effective road safety solutions 
to help pedestrians, cyclists and all road users. 

However, this Council further notes that:
 when County Councillors request measures to reduce traffic speeds, even 

when offering to put their highways local funds towards it, policy and financial 
constraints mean they rarely come to fruition.

 a key obstacle in securing some traffic calming measures is the cost of Traffic 
Regulation Orders (TRO) and the lengthy processes needed to secure 
changes such as yellow lines.



    

Therefore this Council resolves to:
a) Ask Cabinet to review County Council policies relating to traffic calming, 

including the use of physical design and vehicle activated signage, to aid 
councillors in securing evidence-based road changes.

b) Write to the relevant Secretary of State to:
i) Express our serious concern that national road safety guidelines are too 

restrictive and ask for the guidance to be reviewed to create a more 
enabling policy framework.

ii) Clarify what progress has been made to simplify the TRO process.
c) Consider increasing the road safety budget for 2020-21 through the budget 

setting process, which could include a ring fenced budget for each council 
division.  

d) Build on existing local road safety initiatives to establish ‘road safety 
partnerships’ for each of the six districts where there are none, and to 
formalise the relationship between road safety partnerships and the highways 
authority and county councillors.

Motion 844 – Future proofing public buildings and developments in 
Gloucestershire 
Proposed by Cllr Paul Hodgkinson
Seconded by Cllr Ben Evans

This Council notes:
 That a ‘climate emergency’ was declared by Gloucestershire County Council 

(GC) in May 2019, along with five of the six district councils. 
 That the County Council is striving to become carbon neutral by 2030 and is 

identifying measures to deliver an 80 per cent reduction in greenhouse gas 
emissions across the whole county by the same date.

This Council further notes:
 GCC holds significant sway over the design of county-council-backed public 

buildings, such as the proposed new secondary school in Leckhampton.
 GCC has significant influence over developers when disposing of land for 

development.  
 In 2006 the Government made a pledge to make all new-build homes zero 

carbon by 2016, a commitment dropped by the Conservative Chancellor of the 
Exchequer in 2015.

 Without ambitious incentives, most developers are likely to prioritise cost over 
greener methods of construction.

 Carbon dioxide emissions from housing currently makes up a third of all the 
UK’s greenhouse gas emissions, a figure which is predicted to rise to over 50 
per cent by 2050.    



    

This Council requests that the Cabinet:
 Ensure that all new public buildings commissioned are carbon neutral 

throughout their entire life-span (with GCC funding Gloucestershire-based 
carbon offsetting to capture any technically unavoidable performance gap).

 Legally bind developers, or work with procured developers, to ensure that all 
residential and commercial developments on GCC disposed land are carbon 
neutral throughout their entire life-span (with GCC or developers funding 
Gloucestershire-based carbon offsetting to capture any technically 
unavoidable performance gap).

Motion 845 – Equality and diversity 
Proposed by Cllr Kate Haigh
Seconded by Cllr Steve Robinson

This Council notes that:

Gloucestershire County Council is committed to equality and diversity.

Across parties, we stand together to promote and celebrate diversity in our county 
standing against intolerance and hate crime.

The Council continues to create positive opportunities to employ a workforce 
that’s representative of the county’s communities, and provide a safe and 
accessible work environment that values and respects each individual.

The Council plays a crucial roll in promoting and fostering good relations within our 
communities and the relationship they have with the Council.

This Council resolves to:
a) Commit to creating a Gloucestershire community that is strong, safe and 

inclusive for everyone.
b) Set up a cross party equalities working group chaired by the Leader of the 

Council (or nominated Cabinet Member) which will draw up an equalities 
action plan bringing together the work on all equalities strands into a common 
document.

c) Make a cross-party commitment to fostering diversity and promoting equality 
for all residents, Members and members of staff.

d) Take action throughout the year to celebrate the County’s diversity by:
i) Having a programme of flag-flying and support for key awareness days 

throughout the County.
ii) Supporting our communities to celebrate what’s important to them.



    

Motion 846 - Tree planting
Proposed by Cllr Lesley Williams
Seconded by Cllr Graham Morgan

This Council passed a motion on 15th May 2019 recognising that there is a climate 
emergency.

This Council committed to an 80% reduction in the corporate carbon emissions no 
later than 2030, striving to 100% with carbon offset by the same date. Research now 
shows that planting billions of trees is the best and cheapest way to tackle climate 
change.

This Council resolves to request Cabinet to develop a policy of tree planting; with a 
target of planting 2 trees for each Gloucestershire resident by 2030, if not sooner, and 
to work with tenant farmers and encourage at least 2 trees per field for most pasture 
land.

I ask that a progress report is included in the annual Environmental report.

Motion 847 - Against Prorogation of Parliament
Proposed by Cllr Lesley Williams
Seconded by Cllr Paul Hodgkinson

This Council regards the decision by Prime Minister Boris Johnson to prorogue 
Parliament for five weeks, until 14 October, as an extraordinary abuse of the British 
constitution.  

This Council believes that the decision to prorogue Parliament has little to do with 
recalibrating the new Government’s policies with a Queen’s speech and everything to 
do with minimising the opportunity for elected representatives to debate Brexit.

This Council also notes the number of people protesting in Gloucestershire and 
nationwide and recognises that residents are appalled by the undemocratic move 
made by a Prime Minister who was recently appointed by a small number of 
Conservative members.  

This Council requests the that Leader of the Council write to the Prime Minister 
calling for Parliament to be recalled at the first possible opportunity.

9  MEMBER QUESTIONS 

Up to 30 minutes is allowed for this item.



    

To answer any written member questions about matters which are within the powers 
and duties of the County Council. 

The closing date for receipt of questions is 10am on Wednesday, 4 September 
2019. Please send questions to the Chief Executive marked for the attention of 
Stephen Bace (email stephen.bace@gloucestershire.gov.uk). 

Questions received and proposed responses do not accompany this agenda but will 
be available prior to the meeting.

10  SCRUTINY REPORT (Pages 31 - 32)

Cllr Shaun Parsons, Chair of the Corporate Overview and Scrutiny Committee, to 
present the report on recent scrutiny activities.

11  SAFETY, HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENT (SHE) REPORT (Pages 33 - 62)

Cllr David Norman to present the SHE Annual Report.

12  CABINET DECISION STATEMENT (Pages 63 - 70)

To consider the Cabinet Decision Statement for the meeting held on 24 July 2019.

13  CABINET MEMBER DECISION STATEMENTS (Pages 71 - 76)

To consider the Cabinet Member Decision Statements for the period 1 June to 31 
August 2019.

14  GLOUCESTERSHIRE HOSPITALS NHS FOUNDATION TRUST COUNCIL OF 
GOVERNORS 

To appoint a member to sit on this body to replace Cllr Andrew Gravells who has 
stepped down following his appointment as a Cabinet Member at Gloucester City 
Council.

15  CALENDAR OF MEETINGS (Pages 77 - 78)

To approve the calendar of meetings for 2020.

mailto:stephen.bace@gloucestershire.gov.uk


    

RECORDING MEETINGS, INSPECTION OF PAPERS AND GENERAL 
QUERIES – Please note that full Council meetings are webcast and may be 
viewed on the Council’s website (www.gloucestershire.gov.uk). If you wish to 
inspect reports relating to any item on this agenda or have any other general 
queries about the meeting, please contact:

Simon Harper, Head of Democratic Services
 01452 324202, email simon.harper@gloucestershire.gov.uk

Photography, filming and audio recording of Council meetings is permitted subject to the 
Local Government Access to Information provisions.  Please contact Democratic Services 
to make the necessary arrangements ahead of the meeting.  If you are a member of the 
public and do not wish to be photographed or filmed please inform the Democratic Services 
Officer on duty at the meeting.

EVACUATION PROCEDURE - in the event of the fire alarms sounding during the meeting 
please leave as directed in a calm and orderly manner and go to the assembly point which 
is outside the main entrance to Shire Hall in Westgate Street.  Please remain there and 
await further instructions.

http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/
mailto:simon.harper@gloucestershire.gov.uk

